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1 . PRIME MINISTER RIFAI CALLED ME EVENING MARCH 20. TOLD ME THAT 
"LONG AWAITED” SAUDI LETTER HAS FINALLY ARRIVED. IT IS 

HE SAID' SHORT AND SWEET". 

2. THEN READ ME WHAT HE SAID WAS QUICK LITERAL TRANSLATION. 
LETTER GOES APPROXMATELY AS FOLLOWS: WE HAVE FELT FROM THE 
UNITED STATES SIDE CONCERN THAT THEY PROVIDE YOU WITH AN AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEM. THE UNITED STATES IS IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH 
YOUR MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT REGARDING THIS MATTER. WE WISH 
TO REITERATE OUR PRIOR COMMITEMENT, WHICH WE WILL CARRY OUT, 
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3. RIFAI SAID THAT THERE WOULD NOT BE ANY JORDANIAN REPLY, 
ALTHOUGH THERE IS " A FATAL FASCINATION" IN CONTINUING TO 
EXCHANGE THESE "USELESS LETTERS '. HE THEN LAUGHED AND SAID 
"I GUESS WE HAVE TO LAUGH AND BE PHILOSOPHICAL ABOUT ALL 
OF THIS". "THIS IS REALLY THE END" HE ADDED. 

4. 1 SAID I WAS NOT AS HE KNEW SURPRISED BY LETTER. I THANKED 
HIM FOR THE REPORT AND SAID I WOULD LET WASHINGTON KNOW. 
PICKERING 
UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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